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UNDERGROUND RIVERS ARE TEEMING WITH LIFE
(Imagine That! Stanford - airs Sunday, March 19 at 9 p.m. on KUFM/KGPR and Monday, March 
20, at 7:33 a.m. on KEMC and at 6:28 p.m. on KGLT.)
MISSOULA -
A University of Montana limnologist’s recent discovery of more than 40 previously 
undescribed species in underground rivers challenges the traditional understanding of how all rivers 
work.
Jack Stanford, UM ’s Bierman Professor of Ecology and director of the Flathead Lake 
Biological Station, discusses his discovery Sunday, March 19, at 9 p.m. on Imagine That! on 
KUFM/KGPR Radio.
"The conventional view of rivers is that...there really isn’t much relationship between the 
expansive flood plains and the river channel," Stanford says. But the idea of an entire food web of 
organisms existing in the groundwaters associated with rivers greatly extends the concept of a river 
flowing through its valley, he adds.
Stanford holds a doctorate in limnology from the University of Utah, and a master’s degree 
in limnology and a bachelor’s degree in fisheries science from Colorado State University. He has 
been the director of UM’s biological station since 1980.
Imagine That! is produced as a joint venture between The University of Montana - Missoula 
and Montana State University - Bozeman. For more information, call Lilly Tuholske, University 
Communications research news editor, (406) 243-2522, or Annette Trinity-Stevens, MSU VP for 
Research Office, (406) 994-5607.
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